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Overview
 Background 
 Senate Bill 985 – changes to the Water Code
 State Water Board Guidelines for Storm Water 
Resource Plans

 Timeline
 Examples of Plans 
 Project funding
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Background
 Storm water and runoff treated as a pollutant
 January 2014 ‐ California Water Action Plan
 2014 ‐ Storm Water Strategic Initiative
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Senate Bill 985
 Storm water and dry weather runoff as a resource
 Emphasizes multi‐benefit storm water projects
 Emphasizes use of publicly owned lands 
 Requires a Storm Water Resource Plan for funding
 State Water Board will provide guidance for 
Plan preparation
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Storm Water Resource Plan 
Guidelines (Guidelines)
Required to identify:
 Entities to consult in Plan preparation
 Methods to identify and prioritize 
projects in Plans

 Scale of watershed Plan
 Other guidance as needed

(WC § 10565)
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Guidelines Timeline
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Project Milestone Date

Public release of first draft documents August 28

Stakeholder Workshops September 29 – October 1

Board Workshop October 7

End of Public Comment Period October 13 

Public release of revised final draft 
documents with responses to comments

10 days prior to
Board Consideration 

(~December 4)

Board Consideration of PLAN Guidelines December 15

Board Consideration of Prop 1 FUNDING 
Guidelines

Same Board date or 
soon after



Guidelines Content
Contains guidance on:
1. Watershed Description 
2. Coordination and Collaboration During Plan 

Development
3. Quantitative Methods for Prioritization
4. Information and Data Management
5. Benefit Prioritization
6. Plan Implementation
7. Education and Outreach
Appendix A: Checklist and Self‐Certification
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Projects (within Plans) 
Public lands include:
 School sites
 Easements
 Government land (office buildings and complexes)
 Public rights‐of‐way
 Parks
 Public open space
 Community gardens
 Farm and agricultural preserves
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Storm Water Project Types
 Infiltration and filtration
 Runoff storage
 Low impact landscaping
 Individual project versus project type
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Example Project Type:

Distributed
Green Street BMPs

Modeled biofilters and 
bioretention with 

appropriate sizing criteria 

Modeling based on 
subwatersheds and land 
use types within Plan

Map of potential and 
prioritized sites/areas for 
project implementation



Project Benefits
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TABLE 4. STORM WATER MANAGEMENT BENEFITS 

Benefit Category Main Benefit Additional Benefit

Water Quality 
while contributing to compliance with 

applicable permit and/or TMDL 
requirements 

Increased filtration and/or  
treatment of runoff 

Nonpoint source pollution control 

Reestablished natural water 
drainage and treatment 

Water Supply 
through groundwater management 

and/or runoff capture and use 

Water supply reliability 

Water conservation 

Conjunctive use 

 



Project Benefits
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TABLE 4. STORM WATER MANAGEMENT BENEFITS 

Benefit Category Main Benefit Additional Benefit

Flood Management Decreased flood risk by reducing 
runoff rate and/or volume Reduced sanitary sewer overflows 

Environmental 

Environmental and habitat protection 
and improvement, including;  

wetland enhancement/creation;  
riparian enhancement; and/or 

instream flow improvement 

Reduced energy use,  
greenhouse gas emissions, or  

provides a carbon sink  

Reestablishment of the natural 
hydrograph 

Increased urban green space Water temperature improvements 

Community 

Employment opportunities provided Community involvement 

Public education 
Enhance and/or create recreational 

and public use areas 

 



LA Watershed Management Programs
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www.swrcb.ca.gov/losangeles/water_issues/programs/stormwater
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www.swrcb.ca.gov/losangeles/water_issues/programs/stormwater/municipal
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www.swrcb.ca.gov/losangeles/water_issues/programs/stormwater/municipal
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www.swrcb.ca.gov/losangeles/water_issues/programs/stormwater/municipal/w
atershed_management/index



EWMP: Upper LA River
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EWMP: Upper LA River



Funding Projects
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2014: Proposition 1 ‐ The Water Bond (AB 1471)
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Regional Water 
Reliability
$810 million

Multi‐Benefit 
Stormwater 

Management Projects
$200 million

Proposition 1



Storm Water Grant Program
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• Division of Financial Assistance (DFA)
• $200 million for grants for multi‐benefit storm 
water management projects

• Eligible projects may include: green 
infrastructure, rainwater and storm water 
capture projects, and storm water treatment 
facilities



Storm Water Grant Program
‐Tentative Timeline
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Project Milestone Date

Public release of first draft documents August 28

Stakeholder Workshops September 29 – October 1

Board Workshop October 7

End of Public Comment Period October 13 

Final Prop 1 FUNDING Guidelines December 2015 / 
January 2016

First Round – Solicitation/Review Early 2016

First Round – Grant/Loan Agreements 2016 / 2017



State Water Board Funding

22www.swrcb.ca.gov/
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State Water Board Funding

www.waterboards.ca.gov/swgp
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State Water Board Funding

www.waterboards.ca.gov/subscribe



Beth Payne
Division of Water Quality
Storm Water Planning Unit
Elizabeth.Payne@waterboards.ca.gov
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